Forging Partnerships to Address Urban Poverty

Often we find that communities living in urban slums, in cities like Addis are over looked. This is due to the preoccupying focus of government and donor agencies to address larger scale critical issues in rural areas. Nevertheless, the rapid growth in population and rural-urban migration, have increased the magnitude and severity in the challenges of poverty that we are currently witnessing in most urban settings in Ethiopia.  Furthermore, we find that urban poverty is being aggravated by a decline in average household income, which emanates from increased inflation rates all which are contributing to rise in crime and prostitution in these cities.


With scant statistics available it is estimated that in 1994, out of a total of 8.1 million urban populations in Ethiopia, about 4.9 million or 60.5 % live below the poverty line. The capital, Addis Ababa, has the highest concentration of facilities per population than other centers in the country. Despite this fact, Addis still visibly shows signs that the city does not yet have the corresponding capabilities to accommodate the needs of the increasing population that is being attracting to it, by its luring facilities and better employment opportunities. Hence, poverty in Addis has become rampant and widespread.


Time and again interventions with regards to alleviating the plight of the urban poor need the coordinated effort of local communities, government and non government actors. Taking into account indigenous knowledge and working on local initiatives need to be the bases of development work conducted to address the challenges we see in the cities. We can site examples of success in works where strong partnership of different organizations is impacting lives in difficult corners of Addis. Among the examples that we can see is the development work that the Christian Children’s Fund of Canada (CCFC), an organization that has been working in Ethiopia since 1987 is carrying out together with local partner organizations in several urban towns and cities.  This includes the strong partnership the organization has forged with a non-profit organization known as Arat Kilo Child Care and Community Development. These two organizations have joined hands to raise the quality of life for low-income residents in Arat kilo area as well as in the near by town of Chancho by focusing on community development activities particularly targeting the most vulnerable women and children.  The programs they implement use holistic approaches integrating social, educational and economic development projects. “It is more about winning hearts and minds and changing lives”, says Befekadu Haile founder and manager of Arat Kilo Child Care and Community Development.

This partnership of more than 15 years has helped to address the challenges of residents in Arat kilo Kebele 17 who are mostly single mothers living in one room shacks housing where we can find many individuals living together.

“When we began the intervention, we used to find that in some one or two roomed houses there lived upto10 to 16 people, the sewage system then was non-existent, these families were mostly low income households, they lived under subhuman conditions. I have never seen anything like it before. We felt that we need to do whatever we can to help this community”, says Befekadu .  “Our initial project was to build and provide communal toilet facilities. The other challenge was Tuberculosis; you see because of the number of people being crammed in the shacks those tenants who had TB would risk infecting their co-tenants. So we had to look towards renovating these houses to prevent further cases of TB” he adds.

It is towards addressing such problems that the collaboration and partnership of the two organizations was formed. Among others, through this partnership, classrooms, libraries, health facilities, communal kitchens, public toilets and shower rooms have been constructed. Moreover, these organizations have engaged in creating awareness, educating and equipping communities with skills and knowledge they need. These works include the business skills training and teaching being conducted to install a culture of saving in a community where the concept of saving was never practiced before.

Befekadu, manger of the program, praises the support he gets from his partner: “CCFC is flexible in the interventions; it does not dictate its partners. It conducts its interventions in consultations with local communities and listens to the comments of its partners before and during the implementation of projects- we trust each other”. 

Arat Kilo Child Care and Community Development, with support from CCFC, has also supported children through sponsorship program particularly by giving material and direct support for the children to go to school and get their education. Many of these supported students have attended secondary education and others have graduated from colleges and universities and are now gainfully employed. The sponsorship program on average enrolls more than 4,150 children every year.

Overall, this partnership, which has benefited 35,000 community members in Arat kilo area, is also further strengthened by the support it receives from the local kebele administration and grassroots associations in the area such as Idirs, all which have increased the tangible results achieved. 
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